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Setting the stage

Refugee families and young
children are an asset to their
communities as they bring a
variety of valuable lived
experiences, knowledge,
cultural/linguistic diversity,
strength, and resilience.

Systemic racism, anti-
Blackness, colorism, and anti-
Muslim sentiment are the
basis for the myths and
misconceptions that permeate
public perception of refugees
and continue to influence
policy and national sentiment.
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Setting the stage

4. To be effective and culturally
responsive, strategies for working
with refugee families and young
children must be informed by and
created in partnership with them
(including key decision making).
Use of beneficiary voice and
responsive feedback loops are key
to this process.

5. Strategies and system
components for refugee families
and young children must support
retaining home language and
culture for these children to thrive.




Defining the terms

Refugees are people outside their
country of origin because of feared
persecution, conflict, violence, or other
circumstances that have seriously
disturbed public order, and who, as a
result, require ‘international protection’.

Asylum-seeker are people whose request
for sanctuary has yet to be processed.
Every year, around one million people
seek asylum.

Internally Displaced People (IDPs) People
are displaced inside their own countries due
to armed conflicts, generalized violence or
human rights violations continue to
constitute most of the forcibly displaced
population globally. Known as internally
displaced people, or IDPs, they account for
some 60% of all people displaced.
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Demographics

* 1in 4 of all young children in the United States are children of
Immigrants

* 1in 3 are Dual Language Learners

e United States remains world leader in refugee resettlement despite
declining numbers in recent years

* High level of cultural and linguistic diversity among refugees resettled
in the U.S.
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90,000

80,000 Country Refugee Admissions Share of Total Admissions
70,000 Total 11,814
60,000 Demacratic Republic of Congo 2,868
Myanmar (Burma) 2,115
50,000 .
Ukraine 1,927
40,000 Afghanistan 604
30,000 Iraq 537
Syria 481
20000 Eritrea 475
10,000 El Salvador 365
o Moldova 364
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Sudan 954

® Africa ®Asia  ®Europe  ® Latin American/Caribbean ™ South Asia/Mear East




Policy Context

* Trump Administration’s new Public Charge Rule under Trump
Administration in 2019

* Many non-citizens reduced use of benefits in response — including
many who were exempt, e.g. children in mixed status families

* Effectively ended in March 2021
 Chilling effects of the policy remain

* Pervasive fears around providing documentation for participation &
enrollment

© 2022 Migration Policy Institute
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Language Access

e Relevant for all immigrant families: refugee families in particular are
also very linguistically diverse

* Implications for definition of quality

* An issue for both families and providers
* Example of CCDBG services and state CCDBG plans
* Implications for workforce diversity

© 2022 Migration Policy Institute



Workforce Diversity

* The early childhood workforce IS diverse! However...
» Sectors of the workforce are stratified by race, ethnicity, language spoken

* Many barriers to entering and advancing in the system

* Family, Friend and Neighbor (FFN) caregivers are a critical part of the
early childhood workforce, but remain largely invisible

© 2022 Migration Policy Institute



Trauma and Refugee Families

 Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health (IECMH) gaining increasing
visibility, but intersection with immigrant issues often overlooked

* We lack appropriate instruments to identify trauma in this population

* Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) screen does not identify many types of
trauma most commonly experienced by many refugee and immigrant families

e Screening for refugees (RHS-15) is not designed for use with children

* Limited services and support available for trauma-informed care for
this population of young children

© 2022 Migration Policy Institute



Policy Opportunities

» Data Advocacy: identification of home language(s)
spoken

» Improved accountability and resources for language
access

» Simplification of enrollment and registration
processes and removal of legislative barriers (example
of CO)

» Realistic pathways for immigrant and refugee workers
to enter and advance in the early childhood field

Sources(s) / Note(s): [insert]
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Taking Stock of Dual Language Learner
Identification and Strengthening
Procedures and Policies

Overlooked but Essential
Language Access in Early Childhood Programs

OCTOBER 2022

B ETTER, AND
Executive Summary

Years of research suggest that Dual Language
Learners (DLLs}—young chidren with at least one
parent who speaks a language other than English
inthe home—stand to benefit disproportionately
from early childhood education and care (ECEC)
programs. However, substantial evidence also shows
that DLLs participate in many ECEC programs at
lower rates than non-DLL children, despite being
significantly more liely to experience poverty and
other risk factors that make them important targets
for such programs. Examining the factors that can
either help or hinder DLLS families from accessing
ECEC programs i thus citical to supporting these
childrerss language development and future aca
demic success

Language can play a particularly important role
in taciitating access. Nearly haif of il DLLs, about
33 million chidren, have at least one parent who
reports speaking English less than very well “For
these Limited English Proficient (LEP) parents, lan-
‘quage barriers to accessing earty childhood services
are often compounded by other obstacles, induding
lower levels of formal education and limited access
to digital technology and the intenet. Language
access policies and services for LEP parents of young
children, thesefore, are  prerequisite to promoting
the equitable participation of DL children in public
ECEC programs. Similarly, LEP workers in the eary

childhood field—professionals uniquely well p
tioned to provide linguistically responsive ser

1o DAL famvlies—need adequate language services
in order to remain and advance in the field. Across
early childhood systems and progeams in the United
States, however, Linguage services remain insuff
cient or nonexistent. And as the DLL population be-
comes increasingly linguistically diverse. LEP families
who speak lower incidence languages are particu-
lasty unlikely 10 have access to sufficient translation
and interpretation services to facilitate theie pastici
pation in beneficial prograrns.

Many ECEC programs lack the necessary data and
accountabity measures to demonstrate equal

for DLLS'famikes, despite civi ights r
ments to provide meaningful access to services for
LEP beneficiaries. This f true for the
federal Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) and
Maternsl, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting
(MIECHV) program and for state pre-kindergarten
(pre-K) programs, al three of which do not require
reporting on adequate translation, interpretation,
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Mitigating the Effects of Trauma among
Young Children of Immigrants and Refugees
The Ralz o oErame

Policy Opportunities, cont'd

» Accessible two generation approaches that
can address language/culture barriers that
parents face

» Support for linguistically and culturally
responsive infant and early childhood mental
health (IECMH) services

»Coordination between refugee resettlement T —
and early childhood systems e

* Resource: including top
languages spoken

Sources(s) / Note(s): [insert]
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https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/dual-language-learner-characteristics

Program and Policy
Opportunities in

Practice




Spotlight on Practice: CDF Action

* CDF Action

* Based in Clarkson, GA, home to over
60,000 refugees

e Community based organization
focused on

- Community building
- Refugee engagement
- Equitable access to early learning

e CDFAction.com

Helping organizations

CIVITAS

STRATEGIES



Spotlight on Practice: CDF Action

* CDA program * Early Learning Navigators
- Recruits refugees and helps them get a CDA : : :
and employment with a Head Start grantee - To h?'p refugees find gnd register in
- Braids workforce development, Head Start, publicly supported child care programs

and private funding such as Pre-K.

- Increased employment and size of the labor
pool as well as linguistic and cultural equity

e Zoning Law Advocacy

- Connected with resettlement agencies
and churches which often lack
information on the early learning

- Community-based effort to create zoning system
laws that allowed broader use of homes for
family child care. - Braids resettlement and CCDBG funds

- Provides new opportunities for refugee
Fntrepreneurs as well as families who shy
rom

- Used local public and private funding

Helping organizations
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Spotlight on Practice: State of Texas

o |\ L OKLAHOMA
AN T ARKANSAS

State of Texas
O

e Statewide support for over 15,000
providers

o GE it sk © e« Between 2010 and 2019 resettled
St Lt e ¢ almost 10% of all US refugees

NEW MEXICO

i gt Childcare.Texas.gov

CHIHUAHUA

Helping organizations thrive
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Spotlight on Practice: State of Texas

* Child Care Stabilization Funds  Child Care Expansion Initiative

- Greater linguistic and cultural access - $116M effort using ARPA funds to

_ , expand care
- Includes written guidance, coaches,

and call-in center - Linguistic access, but also family care

, _ friendly policies to support new
- Relies on ARPA Funding entrepreneurs and help exiting ones

better support families.

- Provides support for infant care, new
family care or centers, partnerships with
business, care in deserts, and
“conversion” of family care from
registered to licensed.

Helping organizations
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