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400 Year History of African Americans (1619-2019)



Adapted from Diez-Roux, Mair (2010)





Main findings
Eviction filing and judgement rates not strongly correlated with other 
neighborhood variables

Range of evictions in LIFE study 
neighborhoods 

Judgements (0-78)
Filings (0-132)

Neighborhood eviction filings and judgements not associated with PTB in overall 
sample

Results varied by Marital/cohabiting 
status



• “If you are silent about your pain, they’ll kill you and say you enjoyed it” –Zora Neale Hurston
• Mixed-method, community-based participatory research for action
• Magnitude and severity of evictions & impact on Black women, families, and communities
• Community advisory board 
• Two projects:

• Court-ordered eviction
• Illegal evictions



SECURE Study: Metro-Detroit, MI

• Secondary data analysis (LIFE study linked to eviction lab)
• Neighborhood level evictions over time and adverse maternal and infant 

outcomes
• Focus groups

• Women who live in high eviction neighborhoods, across 3 counties

Formal Eviction

• Primary data (n=1,600 surveys)
• In-depth interviews across 3 counties

Illegal Eviction
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Preliminary SECURE study Data

Focus groups: living in a neighborhood where you see your neighbors evicted is 
very traumatic

• Negative mental health impacts
• Community destabilization
• Stigma

“I had an eviction, and the court gave me a little bit of time to move, but the next 
day the landlord sent some goons to my house threatening us and we just left”
–SECURE study participant
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