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Why Medicaid?
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THE Pediatric 
Benefit in 
Medicaid: 
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Early Periodic 
Screening 
Diagnostic and 
Treatment (EPSDT)

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/EPSDT-fact-sheet.pdf

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/EPSDT-fact-sheet.pdf


Promoting Young Children’s Healthy 
Development in Medicaid and CHIP

1. Prioritize parent and caregiver health  (e.g. 
Medicaid expansion, postpartum coverage 
extension)

2. Maintain continuous, consistent health 
coverage for children and their families 
(e.g. 3+ years of continuous eligibility)

3. Monitor whether state realizing full 
potential of EPSDT

4. Support interventions that work 

5. Prioritize and elevate children’s needs 
in any health reforms (e.g. pediatric 
practice change, value-based payment)

Georgetown CCF: “Promoting Young Children’s Healthy Development in Medicaid/CHIP” 
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2018/10/17/promoting-young-childrens-healthy-development-in-
medicaid-and-the-childrens-health-insurance-program-chip/ 5

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2018/10/17/promoting-young-childrens-healthy-development-in-medicaid-and-the-childrens-health-insurance-program-chip/


Core State Medicaid Responsibilities

o Eligibility and Enrollment
o Quality Improvement 
o Benefits 
o Payment (reimbursement rates, billing 

processes)
o Delivery System (fee-for-service, managed 

care, combination)
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Georgetown CCF: “Promoting Young Children’s Healthy Development in Medicaid/CHIP: Policy Options”
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Policy-Options-table.pdf

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Policy-Options-table.pdf


Are children getting what they need?

7See your state at https://kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu/

https://kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu/


Are children getting what they need?

8See your state at https://kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu/
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Paying for what works….



Increased focus on infant-early childhood 
mental health, early relational health
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https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2018/11/21/using-medicaid-to-ensure-the-healthy-social-and-
emotional-development-of-infants-and-toddlers/ and https://www.nccp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/text_1211.pdf

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2018/11/21/using-medicaid-to-ensure-the-healthy-social-and-emotional-development-of-infants-and-toddlers/
https://www.nccp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/text_1211.pdf


Opportunities
• Federal option to extend postpartum coverage to 12 

months - implementation can help to create 
connections

• By 2024, all states must report ALL Child Core Set and 
some Maternity Core Set measures

• Medicaid managed care organizations (MCOs) – What 
should be required of plans to improve care for 
children and their families? 

• Increased focus on engagement with families who 
depend on Medicaid

• Health equity as a priority

11



OPPORTUNITY WINDOWS

What do you see as the best opportunities to use 
Medicaid to move the health system to work 
better for young kids and families?
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HEALTH EQUITY

How can state leaders ensure they are making 
changes that meaningfully and substantially 
connect and improve the lives of BIPOC, LGBTQ, 
and other underserved communities in Medicaid?
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LESSONS LEARNED

What are some of the biggest things you’ve 
learned in working with or within Medicaid to 
drive changes for young children?
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LESSONS LEARNED

What are some of the biggest things you’ve 
learned in working with or within Medicaid to 
drive changes for young children?
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Final Thoughts… next right thing? 
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For More Information: Georgetown CCF

Website/Say Ahhh! blog 
ccf.georgetown.edu

State Health Coverage Data: 
kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu

Email: elisabeth.burak@georgetown.edu

Twitter:
@georgetownccf
@ewburak
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