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BUILD Vision & Mission

The BUILD Initiative 

Envisions a time when all children 
reach their full potential; race, place, 
and income are no longer predictors 
of outcomes. 

BUILD is a national effort that advances 
state work on behalf of young children 
(prenatal-five), their families, and 
communities. 

BUILD partners with early childhood 
state leaders focused on early learning, 
health, mental health, and nutrition, 
child welfare, and economic supports 
to create the policies, infrastructure 
and cross-sector connections necessary 
for quality and equity. 
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GBH enriches people's lives through programs and services that educate, inspire, and entertain, fostering 
citizenship and culture, the joy of learning, and the power of diverse perspectives.

Public media leader for 70+ years 

Largest contributor to PBS



Museums and Libraries 

• The  to amplify the strength of organizations serving children and families by 
forming coalitions that ensure children in their regions, regardless of socio-
economic or linguistic backgrounds, have the skills needed to enter school 
prepared for success.

• Support statewide partnerships that help to forge connections and 
strengthen existing networks of museums, libraries, community 
organizations, and early care and education provider networks; build 
professional capacity for implementing high-quality informal learning 
experiences for children across the state not currently fully served; and foster 
family engagement and learning, especially targeting underserved families.





Partnerships BUILD Initiative and GBH

In Mississippi:

o Mississippi Public Broadcasting

o Mississippi Library Commission

o Rotary Clubs of MS

o Public libraries throughout the state

In Maryland:

o Maryland Public Television

o Maryland Department of Education

o Maryland Department of Education’s Judy Centers





● Funded by a grant from the National Science 
Foundation

● Create a motivating pathway through CT 
resources in a way that makes it easy and fun 
for rural families to explore CT

● Create a new library model that leverages 
librarians' enthusiasm to support family 
learning 

● Generate and share research to inform the 
field 

“WOrk It Out @ Your Library”



The Library Working Group

● Public Library Association (PLA), Libraries Ready to Code, Association of 

Rural and Small Libraries (ARSL), WebJunction, Mississippi Public 

Broadcasting (MPB), and practicing librarians and library workers.

● Met throughout the pandemic to iteratively develop this family 

outreach model for libraries.

● Ideal for all libraries that serve families with young children.



WIO@YOUR.LIBRARY.FOR LIBRARIANS.240528.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1BQ7IEVq_bpa1_EX7ZkzydeI4c7TcQ6vs/view


Poll

1. How much did you know about 
computational thinking before this 
webinar? (Scale of 1 [Nothing] to 
10 [A lot])

2. Does investing in computational 
skills support the future career 
choices of children and youth? 
(Yes, No, or Unsure)

3. Do you have a relationship with 
your local or state librarian? (Yes 
or No)
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Work it out @ Your Library 

pbslearningmedia.org/collection/work-it-out-your-library/

● Free collection of resources available 

on PBS LearningMedia 

● Includes library facilitator guides, 

presentation decks, student 

handouts, take-home family guides, 

tons of videos, and more!

http://pbslearningmedia.org/collection/work-it-out-your-library/


PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Create, test, improve!



Step it out!



Find what matters!



Break it down!



Poll

Do you see alignment with early learning 
standards in your state? (Yes, No, or Unsure)
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oVERVIEW FOR FAMILIES



1.APP.PROMO.LONG .240505.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1pI5csZwH5HcrpnZ_QjIVReM21fWad2gh/view


CT Corner toolkit

Treeborhood Standee

Tabletop Signs Activity & Coloring Sheets



• Comprehensive early childhood digital 
library

• More than 2,500 free multimedia tools for 
teaching and learning

• 9-unit, 30-week preschool curriculum

• 7-unit infant/toddler curriculum

• 17 video-centered training modules for 
educators of children birth-5 that explore 
essential best practices

• 10 parent strategy videos 

• Playlists for children 







https://apts.org/stations/find-your-public-tv-station



Reflection Poll

1. Would you like to have more information? (Yes, No, or 
Unsure)

2. Would you like to have a webinar for your state or local 
library on “Work It Out @ Your Library”? (Yes, No, or Unsure)

3. Would you like to have a webinar of public media resources 
for early learning? (Yes, No, or Unsure)

4. Would you like assistance with creating a partnership with 
your local or state library? (Yes, No, or Unsure)
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Feedback 

• Are you interested in a CT Corner 
toolkit? Up to 50 will be given 
away to communities who want to 
advance “Work it Out Wombats!​”

• Up to 50 will be drawn from those 
who complete the evaluation. 
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Evaluation QR Code



questions?



Contact

Sherri Killins Stewart, Ed.D.

President/CEO

Leaders Making It Possible, Inc.

BUILD Initiative Consultant

skstewart@lmipossible.com
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Mary Haggerty

Director of Media Engagement

WGBH

mary_haggerty@wgbh.org
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