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Language Interpretation
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Once the interpretation function is activated, 
click the globe icon at the bottom of your 
screen.

Then click Spanish to listen in that language. 
(To turn off interpretation, click "Original 
audio.")





Presenters

Michele Mackey
President & CEO

Kids Forward

Ruth Schmidt
Executive Director

Wisconsin Early 
Childhood Association

Daithi Wolfe
Senior Policy Analyst

Kids Forward

Toshiba Adams, Ph.D.
Professor of Child 

Development
Milwaukee Area 

Technical College
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History in Wisconsin 
Who Was Missing and Why Is This Important?

Funded by



Kids Forward is a statewide antiracist policy center that inspires 
action and advocates for children and families of color and those 
furthest from opportunity in Wisconsin. We envision a Wisconsin 
where every child thrives.



WECA is a state nonprofit with significant local reach that 
supports early care and education in Wisconsin.

Our Mission: Advancing comprehensive and 
transformational support of the early childhood workforce.



Parent & 
Caregiver Voices

Why & how did we co-design 
an advisory cabinet?





Advancing Equity in Wisconsin’s Early Education Workforce - 
A Narrative Inquiry that Centers the Lived Experiences of Black 

and Brown Professionals in the Field



Thank You for Attending! Please Fill Out the Survey.

Presenter Contact Info

Michele Mackey
mmackey@kidsforward.org

Ruth Schmidt
ruschmidt@wisconsinearlychildhood.org

Daithi Wolfe
dwolfe@kidsforward.org 

Toshiba Adams, Ph.D.
sankofaconsultingmke@gmail.com

REGISTER for the BUILD25 Conference
December 2-4, 2025
Los Angeles, California
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BUILDInitiative.org/events/BUILD25/

https://buildinitiative.org/events/build25/
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