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Ruth Schmidt | ruschmidt@wisconsinearlychildhood.org 
Executive Director, Wisconsin Early Childhood Association  
 

Ruth Schmidt is a respected early care and education leader on the local, state, and national 
levels and a champion for advancing policy that recognizes child care as a public good worthy 
of long-term public financing. She joined the Wisconsin Early Childhood Association in 2002, 
bringing with her extensive executive leadership experiences and connections across a variety 
of sectors.  

Ruth works to maintain and grow WECA’s relationships with the early childhood community, economic and workforce 
development, local governments, philanthropy, community partners, and policymakers. This continues to advance the 
vision of a transformed system of care in Wisconsin that supports the early childhood workforce, young children, families, 
and liveable communities.  

 

 

Toshiba Adams, Ph.D. |  sankofaconsultingmke@gmail.com  

Professor of Child Development, Milwaukee Area Technical College  

Dr. Toshiba Adams serves as a professor of Child Development at Milwaukee Area 
Technical College (MATC) and an adjunct professor of Education Policy at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. In these positions, she develops curriculum; 

offers instruction in multiple modalities; and creates engaging and inclusive learning spaces under the 
guidance of culturally responsive pedagogy.  
 
Dr. Adams is also the founder/director of a non-profit organization, Sankofa Consulting & Training, that 
aims to transform student and workforce experiences for the early education sector through research and 
professional development.  
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• Resources  
  

o "Study Overview and Findings: Advancing Equity in Wisconsin’s Early Education Workforce: A 
Narrative Inquiry That Centers the Lived Experiences of Black and Brown Professionals in the 
Field"  

o "Executive Summary: Advancing Equity in Wisconsin’s Early Education Workforce: A Narrative 
Inquiry That Centers the Lived Experiences of Black and Brown Professionals in the Field"  

o "Research Study Snapshot: Honoring the Voices of Hmong Early Educators and Cultural 
Caregivers in Wisconsin"  

o "Executive Summary: Honoring the Voices of Hmong Early Educators & Cultural Caregivers in 
Wisconsin" 
  

 

Lisa Garlie  

Advancing Equity Steering Committee Member, Wisconsin Early Childhood Association 
(WECA)  

Lisa Garlie is a member of the Advancing Equity Steering Committee. She has 
worked in the early childhood profession for over twenty years. She has experience 
serving as an assistant teacher, lead teacher, administrative assistant, instructional 
coach, education manager, and professional development specialist.  

  
• Resources  

  
o "Advancing Equity Steering Committee Progress Report 2024/2025"  
o "Advancing Equity: Qualitative Research Toolkit"  

https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/WECAadvancEquityExecSum2pgENG.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/WECAadvancEquityExecSum2pgENG.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/WECAadvancEquityExecSum2pgENG.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/WECAadvancEquityExexSummaryENG-4.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/WECAadvancEquityExexSummaryENG-4.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/SankofaHonorHmongExecSum2side.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/SankofaHonorHmongExecSum2side.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/SankofaHonorHmongExecSummary.pdf
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/SankofaHonorHmongExecSummary.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oEXftSQXu_vURfDM6bhHjvNpvPmC0oEY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oAR5hQxYeB2VrYix0objdypE2Zxp3T-9/view?usp=sharing

